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GNANGARA ROAD — REALIGNMENT 
Grievance 

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.50 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for 
Transport, Hon Dean Nalder, and refers to a very similar matter raised earlier by the member for Girrawheen. It 
is important that we put across what has happened in this particular area. As most people in the northern suburbs 
know, for some time Gnangara Road has been a major distributor road to the industrial estate. In 2014, when 
residents were becoming alarmed at some of the traffic build-up there, we, in conjunction with the 
City of Wanneroo, were able to have the road reclassified. The road now is once again a local road and it comes 
under the jurisdiction, in that sense, of the City of Wanneroo. 
The big concern for the little enclave in the northern part of the suburb of Madeley—which is in the southern 
part of my electorate and bounds the electorates of both the member for Girrawheen and the member for 
Kingsley—is the realignment of Gnangara Road, which has to happen. It is one of those issues that the local 
authority has left on the backburner, not by choice but because it is a road that has just worked and people have 
just gone about their business. However, it is very clear that as more homes have been built in that area, the little 
enclave has tripled in size, especially with the private estate and private roads that are being built alongside. 
What they are doing is very nice, but it will add an awful amount of direct, local impact traffic for people trying 
to get out of Marathon Loop. The developers of both estates contributed many millions of dollars to the local 
authority to help to build the road realignment that will go around this enclave and connect up with Whitfords 
Avenue, which is in the member for Kingsley’s electorate. Both the member for Kingsley and I had a meeting 
with the minister’s office in 2014 and we spoke about that alignment and how that could be achieved and 
funded, if need be. As the member for Girrawheen stated, there were some issues about the jurisdiction and who 
had what part of the build, and I think some of those discussions took place between Main Roads and the 
City of Wanneroo road engineers. 
At one time there was a discussion about not doing anything, but then the member for Kingsley and I got 
involved and said that it had to be done. In doing so, by putting the realignment in place, a whole set of traffic 
lights will be taken off Wanneroo Road, which will help deal with the congestion conditions that traffic lights 
give us. Main Roads originally had an overpass at the intersection at Wanneroo Road, Whitfords Avenue and 
Gnangara Road. It is clear that the pace of the traffic now on Gnangara Road no longer requires that overpass, so 
Main Roads has agreed, since that meeting, that the intersection will become an at-grade intersection. There is 
talk about and some preliminary work being done on whether a roundabout could be built on Wanneroo Road at 
that point, because the amount of land available to Main Roads would allow that to happen. Again, another set of 
lights could possibly be removed from the Wanneroo Road system, which is now part of Main Roads’ plan to try 
to keep traffic moving instead of it stopping and starting, especially on some of our major roads. The issues of 
residents are absolutely paramount. There is no proper access way in and out of this enclave. There is 
a somewhat back way, through Windsor Road, which accesses Wanneroo Road, but once the new development 
is finally built—it is almost complete and those houses are being sold—that flow of traffic will be stopped and 
people will not be able to access it because the new development is a private-roaded estate. I will be interested to 
see how it performs later, but the ability to remove two sets of traffic lights I think is a bonus. 

The other issue is that this road is impacting on the future growth of the Gnangara industrial estate. People are 
now starting to ask the city to make zoning changes to some landholdings to the west of Hartman Drive so that 
further factory units and retail outlets can be built. A new Masters Home Improvement store opened there not so 
long ago and traffic is starting to become an issue, but these are not necessarily bigger truck issues, because they 
are not allowed to use local roads, which was part of the problem in the early days and which we got fixed. We 
also had the road’s speed limit reduced to 60 kilometres an hour. To help Marathon Loop residents get a second 
output, if the existing speed limit on Gnangara Road was reduced to 50 kilometres an hour, we would be able to 
take away the bollards that are there because the road was built for 50 kilometres an hour. I have asked the 
minister’s office to investigate a possible trial of that and I am waiting to hear back. 

This is an important issue. I tabled a very large petition last year on this matter in this house and have attended 
many meetings with residents. It is an important matter to be dealt with. 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [9.58 am]: I thank the member for the 
grievance. Gnangara Road is a local road under the care and control of the City of Wanneroo and the 
City of Swan. The proposed realignment section of Gnangara Road falls under the care and control of the 
City of Wanneroo and a lot of work is being undertaken at the moment, with the support of the state and with the 
local city. Down at the east end we are duplicating Gnangara Road from Ellenbrook to Beechboro Road North 
and are looking to extend further west. Around a month ago, I received a briefing from Main Roads with 
pictorials about the realignment and we have had further discussions on that. Future planning provides for 
a realignment of Gnangara Road further north to connect into the Wanneroo Road and Whitfords Avenue 
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intersection. The metropolitan region scheme reservation at this location makes provision for a grade separation 
in the longer term, but I emphasise that that is in the longer term. 

Main Roads has recently undertaken traffic modelling and assessment of the proposed realignment, which has 
confirmed that the planned realignment still provides the best traffic solution for this area. We believe that this is 
the way to go forward. The realignment of Gnangara Road to join directly into Whitfords Avenue at the existing 
intersection with Wanneroo Road is therefore supported. The cost to achieve the realignment to Gnangara Road 
to join directly into Whitfords Avenue at the existing intersection with Wanneroo Road is significant and 
estimated to be in the order of $15 million to $20 million. There is a significant land acquisition cost associated 
with this project. In the meantime, a number of interim measures to address some of the residents’ concerns were 
implemented in 2015 by Main Roads, which included reducing the speed limit along the section of 
Gnangara Road approaching Wanneroo Road from 70 to 60 kilometres an hour. I am not aware of the trials that 
the member proposed for 50 kilometres an hour. I have not been advised about that by my office, but I am 
willing to look into that further. The other interim measures also include removing guide signs at the 
Wanneroo Road and Gnangara Road intersection, which advises drivers to use this section of Gnangara Road if 
they are travelling to Ellenbrook and Upper Swan, and removing the section of Gnangara Road from the 
restricted access vehicle network. This effectively means that, in general, only as-of-right vehicles—that is, up to 
19-metre semitrailers—are allowed to use this section of Gnangara Road. Previously restricted access vehicles of 
up to 27.5 metres in length were permitted prior to this change. 

It is understood that the City of Wanneroo is proposing to provide additional access into the residential area to 
the north of Gnangara Road, which currently has only one access via Buffalo Road onto Gnangara Road. The 
planning and staging development of this area has resulted in the current traffic issues. Future development of 
land needs to be more carefully considered to address traffic and access issues prior to land being approved for 
development. As the member rightly pointed out, I was queried on 6PR yesterday by Gary Adshead about 
Main Roads policies, and the fact that we brought expertise in from the United Kingdom to look at how cities 
continue to grow and transform. Are there smarter ways that we can look at our roads? One of the policies that 
Main Roads is looking to implement is more roundabouts, as opposed to traffic lights, so that we can keep traffic 
flowing. It is one of the policies that has been taken up by Main Roads. 

I know that the member for Wanneroo has been working closely with the local community, particularly the 
affected residents, on this matter for some considerable time. I believe that he has been trying to get this 
grievance brought forward for about six months, and I apologise for the time it has taken to allow him to get it 
up. His efforts in addressing these local concerns and the positive outcomes he has achieved to date are greatly 
appreciated. Progression towards the extension and realignment of Gnangara Road and its future connection to 
Wanneroo Road at Whitfords Avenue will need to be a joint effort by the City of Wanneroo and Main Roads. 
I can assure the member that Main Roads will assist and cooperate with the council in the development of an 
appropriate solution for this location. 

I will reiterate a point that I have been making in this house for quite some time now. As we plan for our city to 
grow and transform, there cannot be a single-mode approach to transport planning for Perth. Nearly 40 per cent 
of the vehicles on our roads are commercial, being freight vehicles, tradespeople, retailers, buses, taxis et cetera. 
We must have a multi-modal approach to the growth of this city if we are to maintain the standard of living that 
we have come to expect in Perth, and to make it one of the greatest cities in the world. I look forward to 
continuing to work with the member for Wanneroo in the development of our planning for the future, so that the 
people in the northern suburbs can continue to move about freely. 

I am proud of the work that is currently being undertaken to extend the Mitchell Freeway north through to 
Hester Avenue, and I am sure the people in those northern suburbs will greatly appreciate that taking the 
pressure off some local arterial roads, allowing people to move freely. I am sure the people further east are really 
appreciative of the duplication, and the funding that has come from the state government to allow people to 
travel more freely along Gnangara Road. As I am sure the member for Swan Hills will acknowledge, a lot of 
people are excited by the transformation that will be created by the new freeway network, to extend 
Tonkin Highway north to Ellenbrook, construction of which will commence later this year. We are undertaking 
a lot of work and activity, and a lot more work is in the planning stage, and has been budgeted for, that we will 
be rolling out over the next few years to ensure that this city can continue to move about in a freer way than was 
possible during the second half of the first decade of the century, when we experienced massive growth and 
a lack of planning for our road network. 
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